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A Study on Industrial Development in Okinawa Prefecture

Mamoru TAKARA

[ Abstract]

This article consists of six articles: “The rapid increase in number of foreigners visiting Japan”,
“Okinawa’s effort in the overseas projects and its history”, “Okinawa’s Industrial development
plan: From another viewpoint”, “The manufacturing industry in Okinawa prefecture in
numbers, and overseas expansion”, “The issues of Okinawa Prefecture’s concept for the
overseas expansion: A view point from Trading Business”, “What we expect from institutes of
higher education”.

“The rapid increase in number of foreigners visiting Japan” shows the increase and
decrease of the number of foreigners visiting Japan from “China”, “Hong Kong”, “Taiwan”,
“South Korea” and “others” in the past 5 years.

“Okinawa’s effort in the overseas projects and its history” clarifies the problems of
business and measures in overseas expansion of local products, and proposes specific solutions.

“Okinawa’s Industrial development plan: From another viewpoint” quotes an opinion
from Tsuneo Oshiro, a former professor of University of The Ryukyus, about recognizing the
review of the disparities, especially in the primary to tertiary industrial promotion plans, and
argues the causes of the slump in industrial promotion in Okinawa. In addition, it also mentions
the government transfer payment of Japanese government to clarify that Okinawa is not fully
depending on the “high assistance rate”. Conversely, it clarifies the fact that, depending on the
time of the year, there is a large number of government transfer payment from Okinawa to the
mainland government.

“The manufacturing industry in Okinawa prefecture in numbers, and overseas
expansion” focuses on the ratio of different manufacturing industries reported by Okinawa
prefecture and particularly the food industries and the exports of the products. From having seen
the significantly low exports, this article suggests expansion and reinforcement of the overseas
expansion in the food industry from a perspective of promotion and vitalization of local area.

“The issues of Okinawa Prefecture’s concept for the overseas expansion: A view point
from Trading Business” is mentioned about the problems that are “The Hub Business that
Okinawa pushes forward”.

Finally, in “What we expect from institutes of higher education” I mention the fact that

the trade business lacks the human resource and its program, which is the problem in Okinawa’s
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“hub business”, and suggests introducing the programs such as “trade policy” or “the trade
system” in universities.

These articles talk about Okinawa Prefecture’s economy generally with statistical
numbers and history. Most importantly, I insist we do higher level of personal training on
Outbound Economics Activity, for example by exporting local products or local brands to
international market. But there are still only a few programs and educational systems in the
universities in Japan to control doing business within overseas market from local area.

We obviously lack education system for personnel system despite the needs for medium
and small sized enterprises.

Moreover | suggest that universities should adopt curriculums or programs on trade
business and trade policy to educate the students who are willing to learn how to control

international business.

Keywords : Global business and global trading. Outbound economic activity. High quality global

personnel training.
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